

ADOPTED 12/13/11


Introduced by Council Member Brown & Co-Sponsored by Council  

Member Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2011-742-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOSEPH STRASSER FOR HIS RECEIPT OF THE HORIZON AWARD FROM THE MAXWELL SCHOOL OF CITIZENSHIP AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Joseph A. Strasser was born in Austria and was evacuated through France to Ellis Island and entered into the United States as a war refugee at the age of eight along with his six year old brother to escape the Nazi occupation of Austria in the early days of World War II; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Strasser graduated cum laude from Syracuse University with a bachelor’s degree in history in 1953 and served in the U.S. Army during the Korean conflict before returning to the Maxwell School at Syracuse to earn a master’s degree in public administration; and


WHEREAS, Joe Strasser spent a decades-long career in public service as a finance officer, first in Savannah, Georgia, where he was that city’s first budget officer, and later in Jacksonville where he was appointed the first budget officer of the newly Consolidated City of Jacksonville in 1968 and worked in various positions in the City’s Finance Department until his retirement in 1995; and 


WHEREAS, throughout his working career and in the years since, Mr. Strasser has devoted himself to generously giving his time and resources to institutions and causes about which he cares deeply, including the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse, Tree Hill Nature Center, the Jacksonville Humane Society and First Coast No More Homeless Pets; and


WHEREAS, as a result of his generous donations, First Coast No More Homeless Pets has named its permanent home as the Joseph A. Strasser Animal Health and Welfare Building and Syracuse University named the student commons in the Maxwell School in his honor; and

WHEREAS, in commemoration of a lifetime of generosity to the school, Joe Strasser was recently presented the Maxwell School’s prestigious Horizon Award; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Joseph A. Strasser for his long career of public service and of generosity to the causes of education and animal welfare, and particularly extends its congratulations to Mr. Strasser upon his recent receipt of the Horizon Award from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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